
  ST IVES AND DISTRICT 
AREA ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Chairman:     Mr Colin Saunderson                           Vice Chairman:   Mrs Jean Chandler 
 
      Please reply to: Secretary 
        71 High Street 
        Earith 
        Huntingdon 
        Cambs PE28 3PP 
               
         email: owen.mclaughlin@btinternet.com 

Or text Owen on 07738 467857 
 

Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 18th September 2012 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
  Colin Saunderson (CS) : Chair, Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Hunts DC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Jeff Nichols  (JN) : Earith PC 
Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton PC 
Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 
Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 
Graham Bull  (GB) : HDC 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) : Hilton PC 
Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton and Wyton PC 
Angie Ayers-Wilson (AA) : St. Ives TC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

   
1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 
Apologies had been received from the following; Terry Rogers, Gill Prangnell, Brian Burpitt, Catherine Moore, Jane 
Bowd, Julie Seamark  
 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  meeting on 18th September 2012 
 
Section 7, Item 7:  The reference should have been to Pidley and not Colne. 
Action: OM to amend the record. 
 
3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Speedwatch Signs:  
 
MN circulated some photographs showing the Speedwatch signs mentioned at the last meeting which have been installed 
at Great Addington in Northamptonshire. A lot of money had clearly been spent on installing them. 



 
4 Correspondence 
 
Police – Mark Greenhalgh by email 01/10/2012 

Sir, 

Thank you for your email. I am Inspector Mark Greenhalgh and have responsibility for Speed watch / Local Policing 
engagement.  

Speed Watch is doing a very valuable job as it not only acts as a highly visible presence, it also validates perceptions of 
speeding. This enables us to deploy the safety Camera Van for some enforcement activity.  
I am aware that this takes place and I feed this data back to David McCandless.  
Example attached – hopefully you can see that the locations do get enforcement activity.  
In addition, we provide the following at a local level  
 

• Hand deliver letters to repeat ‘offenders’  
• Hand deliver letters to those that are travelling over a specified speed limit  
• I personally write to owners of companies whose vehicles regularly flag up on Speed Watch returns  

 
I hope you will be able to see that there is support throughout for SpeedWatch and many of these whilst not as visible as 
‘kerbside’ support, still take up a proportion of time and are just as effective.  
That said, having spent a session ‘ kerbside’ with David myself, I am well aware that we could do more to visibly support 
Speedwatch. In fact your email, is good timing as now the Olympics commitment is over, this is an area I have been 
reviewing to see where we can improve. I don’t want to over commit and fall short, as you will appreciate that we at a local 
level have competing priorities. I will however commit that once per month you will get some ‘ kerbside’ support from a 
Police Officer. I will work on then when and where but will let David know in as much advance as possible.  
I hope this addresses your concerns.  
 
Mark  
 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth  - Jane Bowd  by email 03/10/2012 

Dear Mr McLaughlin, 

On behalf of the Parish Council I write to advise that Cllr R Fountain has stood down as our representative on the 
committee due to the fact that your meetings do clash with those of the Parish Council. 

I note from the minutes dated 18th September that you have elected a new Chairman, if this does result in a change of 
meeting dates from the 3rd Tuesday of each month please can you let me know. In the interim please can you continue to 
send agendas and minutes care of myself so that I can keep council advised of your work and hopefully we can send 
representatives when possible. 

Kind regards 

Jane 

Action:  OM to reply and say we have moved the meeting from the 2nd Tuesday. We could do so again if it would help 
and a suitable date for all members can be agreed. 

Marsh Lane – Ian Winfield by email 14/11/2012 
 
Owen , 
Road markings have never been installed in Marsh lane except at the Junction with London Road and at the traffic 
calming. This is probably due to the type of road width of the road , ETC. I have copied the traffic engineer for the 
Hemingford's into this email as they may like to supply additional information.  
 
Regards 
Ian Winfield 



 
Comment: JC said that there had only been a problem here since they built the new houses. It used to be a quiet lane. 
They should have made provision earlier but should now do a traffic survey.  
KW added that 106  money was spent at the junction following the housing development. The road itself may be too 
narrow for a centre line but they could possibly put lines or markers at the side to define the edges. 
 
 
St. Ives Bus Stop – Bob Menzies  by email 15/11/2012 
 
Dear Mr McLaughlin 
Mr Lloyd is currently on leave, and I have been asked to respond in his absence. I would be happy to meet with 
representatives of the Committee on site. I should add that in accordance with the decision of the Huntingdonshire Area 
Committee a restriction on loading opposite the bus stop is being progressed.  
If you could let me know some dates when it would be convenient to meet I will let you know my availability. 
 
Action:  OM to reply and suggest a Monday market day for the meeting. Companies near the bus-stop are keeping a list of 
vehicles mounting the pavement.  
 
Comment: MS said that big delivery lorries from Waitrose also come down there. The bus stop is in the wrong place and 
should be outside Waitrose. Any meeting should involve CS, JC and AA.  
GB added that many of the objections came after the consultation ended so they were ignored. 
 
5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 
Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 
view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  This speed camera is now active. 
ML reported that ENVAR have got planning permission to change their entry points. If they 
make a profit they will help with a roundabout. This could happen within 5 years. 
Serious accident here on May 30th 2012 involving a cyclist. 
Two fatalities on this stretch of road on July 27th 2012. 

Meeting 
Comment 

 ML reported that Envar have now changed their entry points at this junction which has 
improved matters. 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue The Hill Rise development has alleviated most of the original problems but there is still concern 

about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a waiting area but 
there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 
CS has taken some photos to illustrate the problems. 
DM asked if any approach had been made to the school to advise the children on how best to 
cross.  

Meeting 
Comment 

There is another problem here now as traffic light jumping is going on as well as queue 
jumping.  
JC said that 200 more houses were planned on the golf course. A consultation meeting in 
Burgess Hall is coming up this week and she is attending.  
Action: JC will brief OM who can then send an official letter to the road safety officer. 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 
Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 
whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 
much worse.. 

Meeting 
Comment 

This item was covered in the correspondence section. 

Item 36 Sawtry Way Crossing, St. Ives – Map #49 
Issue CCC says it will be installed and there is a plan. They have put in a new cycle track and the 

£28k underspend would be used for the crossing. But no work has been done on it and the 



money may have been grabbed for something else. We had been pushing for a footpath on the 
north side but they have quoted £250k for the work. 

Meeting 
Comment 

The work is going ahead at the moment and it will last for 3 weeks.  
JC said she hoped they bring it down far enough so they can connect with the existing footpath 
and people do not have to walk on the grass. 

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 2: Pidley Traffic Calming. MN met with CCC officers.  They said the roads were not suitable for traffic calming in 
their present state. There is no more CCC funding available so only 1 entry scheme is possible rather than the 3 proposed. 
However, 2 could be done for £17000 but the PC would need to provide £7000 themselves.  
Basically the PC must fund the road improvements before the calming can be done. So they will go for the 2 entry option 
by adding extra funding. But they can’t do anything about the Warboys entrance at present. 
 
Item 5:  Earith Improvements: JN said there was no further movement on the roundabout but the zebra crossings have 
been improved with haloes and white lines. They are now much more visible to drivers. 
 
Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton: Speedwatch are recording a 19% hit rate and the problem is getting worse. DM thinks we 
should ask for a proper crossing here. 
 
Item 14: St.Ives, disabled parking: This item should be resolved by the new traffic management notices.  
 
Item 23: St. Ives North Road. JC said it is still a most unsatisfactory situation. It is dangerous and many elderly people 
live along there. One solution may be to widen the road by doing away with the pavement on one side or perhaps by 
taking a bit of the car park.  The Town Council said they would consider a one-way solution.  
 
Action: OM to ask for a site meeting here as well.  
 
Item 30: B1040. Regarding the fatalities nothing further will be known until the inquest which will be after the criminal 
prosecution. 
 
Item 34: Harrison Way Crossing. St. Ives TC have not yet heard from CCC regarding the provision of a footpath. 
 
Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road. CS said they are doing something about the road surface. There was a Speedwatch 
session here 10 days ago. The speeding cars were mostly heading towards Houghton Road. 
 
7 SpeedWatch Report    
 
CS reported that the Camera Team were struggling so they have cut back on the number of sessions. Clinton Hale has 
retired and there will be no coordinators meeting this year. At a session in Houghton Road at the  junction with Oak Tree 
close someone accelerated towards a person crossing the road. The vehicle went as close as he could to the pedestrian and 
then came back at 55mph. All this was all recorded. Dave Saville put the word around and they got the individual 
involved and his car was seized.  
 
AB said that they had altered their routine and did a Sunday session at Church End Hilton. This proved to be the worst 
session he had ever attended. They had a 50% hit rate with 6 vehicles doing over 45mph. This was strange because rates 
had been falling. There was only 1 repeat offender detected so it must be a different population of drivers. They will now 
be more random about the days and times when they do sessions.  
 
CS: DM had persuaded 4 of the candidates for the role of Police Commissioner in Cambridgeshire to attend Speedwatch 
sessions. One of these was the successful candidate. 
 
(The full Speedwatch Report from DM will be circulated along with these minutes.)



 
 
8 20 MPH Speed Limits 
 
There had been some email discussion about the effectiveness of 20 mph Speed Limits. Some of the powers to establish 
20 mph limits have been devolved to local communities although the implementation of these zones have to be funded by 
the communities themselves. This can be an expensive exercise for Parish Councils. Also, it is generally believed that the 
20mph limit cannot be enforced. 
 
On the other hand there are many people who will try to observe these limits and the overall effect will probably be a 
lowering of speeds in general.  
 
In general the RSC is in favour of 20mph limits although the difficulties are recognized. 
 
9 Proposed HGV Speed Limit Increase  

There was a discussion on the proposal put forward by Mr Hammond the Roads Minister to increase the speed limit on 
HGVs on single-carriageway roads. The principal motivation for this was to ‘improve conditions for economic growth’. 
There has been a request for comments. 

The Dft report which accompanied the proposal suggested that many HGVs already exceed the current limit of 40mph so 
any new limit would only recognize the status quo. In that case there would be no additional benefit unless the new limits 
were also exceeded.  

Single-carriageway roads, especially those in rural areas, are already acknowledged to be the most dangerous to use and 
account for  a large proportion of serious accidents and fatalities. Allowing HGVs to go faster on these roads will not 
improve this situation and may make it much worse with longer stopping distances and higher impact collisions. It may 
also have an adverse effect on the condition of many roads which are already in a poor state. 

Action: It was agreed that the RSC would respond to the consultation and make the points outlined above. 
 
10 Reports from Members 
 
ML, Bluntisham:  Reported that a bus had come off the guided busway at Longstanton about 3pm. No further details 
available. 
 
MS, Hilton: Hilton are putting in a bid for a zebra crossing for a second time. It would be near the bus shelter where there 
was very nearly a serious accident involving a child.  They live in hope of success. 
 
LC, Houghton: The thicket footpath is being resurfaced in the New Year. It will be a tough engineering job. It has got to 
be done before the end of the financial year.  
 
KS, Oldhurst:  The 30mph limits are finally in now place. The signs went up on November 5th.  
 
 
11 AOB      
 
CS commented on the request from Wimpole for permanent Speedwatch signs. CCC came up with their own design 
which was hopeless. It was black on a yellow/orange background. The PCs mustalso fund them and they will cost £200 
per sign. CS will also talk to the PC in Great Addington to ask if they are effective.  
 
 

12 Next Meeting -  January 15th 2013 



 
 
 

 
 
 


